
the enb';ne bay, isn't very u&1ble, It 's 
hard to imagine where a suitbagcould 
be squashed int.o this ca l' , a nd eve n 
luggage fO I' a vel-y informal weekend 
laxes the fi ero's cal-go capacity. 

On the other hand, cars like lhi 1l 
don't pretend t.o be space efficient. 
They just. wanna have fun. And thi s is 
sO lllethillg' t he latest. incarnation of 
t.he Piel'o knows how t.o do, bettel' 
than ever before. 

ToyotaMR2 
If we're going to talk about !-:heer af­
fonlabl e spol·ts-ca r fun, though, 
here's the name that pops to Illind 
fi l·st. Compact, balanced and fast 
enough to get. the ad renaline pump­
ing, the l\IH2loves to be pitched into 
hanl comers and buzzed on the exits. 
Though it's a little less forgiving than 
t h e HX -7, it touchy balancing act 
traceable to it.1'; short. wheelba:-;e, the 
1\1R2 was designed for hard driving 
and delivers t he kind of driver 1m a­
ch ine unity we usually <u;sociate with 
motorcycles. 

The l6-val ve £lohe 4-cy lindel' e n­
b';ne is perfe<:Uy suited to this sort of 
activit.y. Although it tends to sou nd a 
trifle busy when it's in the pl"Oductive 

., 

pal·tofthe powerband , it revs willing­
ly and tle li vers plent.y ofpullch from 
about a500 rpm on up. Mated to an 
outstanding 5-sjlee£l geal'box with ra­
tios well suited to the 1.6-liter's power 
character istics, this rates as t.he best 
powertrain in our group (t.hough to he 
fair, it's almost a coin LOss against. the 
Honda). 

Rated as a place t.o be when the 
scenery starts coming toward you at 
odd angles . the M R2 meaS Ures up 
quite well-belle I' tha n t.he fiero, 
though not as roomy as eithel-the RX-
701' t he Honda. Still, the l"(!'s plenty of 
space fOI' eve n t he busiest (h'ivel-, 
which is what counts with th is ca r , 
and there's also room for a passenger 
LO i:it retch out (luite comfortably, 

Like the Fiero, the mid-engi ne de­
sign doesn't leave much I·oom for lug­
gage, though t he shupe of the MR2's 
cargo space seems better relat.ed to 
realit.y. Another similarity- again a 
function of the mid-engine layout-is 
noise in the cockpit. The 1.6 makes a 
substant.ial amount of it, and the driv­
el' becomes a bit. too aware of the en­
J.,';ne in ordinary cl'Uis ing. 

As you'd expect of a real driver' s 
ca l·, control relationships are excel-
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lent, and the analog instl'ument.at.ion 
is comprehensive, welliocat.ed and 
highly legible, About the only com­
plaint. anyone regis tered concerning 
the interior appointments had to do 
with the integrated headrests, which 
were awkwardly posit ioned for ta ller 
drivers, though the seals themselves 
were well designed and sufficiently 
adjustable. 

Workmanship is t.ypkally Toyot.a 
- high quality, im;ide and ouL As for 
the exterio r des ign, it. was in iti ally 
difficult for Ufl to think oft.he MR2 as 
pretty. But after several days of hard 
driving, we began to feel that. t.he car's 
looks supplied an accurate portrayal 
of what lay within-a high-spirited, 
aggress ive little street tiger t.hat's 
<\bout as much fun to drive as any cal' 
on the road today. 

Conclusions 
As we noted at the outset, our conclu­
siol1i';a!'c multiple. There are no losers 
here. All these entries are good at be­
ing sports cars, I t.'s just. a question of 
picking out the one that best matches 
your priorities. 

For examp le, if sheer boulevard 
flash is high on your list, the Fiero is 
the winner, hands-down. It.'s argu­
ably as attractive as anything from 
the entire world arsenal of sports and 
GT machinery, and has new compe­
t.ence to go with its good looks, 

If you want. refinement, elegance 
and high back- road capability rolled 
up int.o one package, the RX-7 stands 
alone. 

If you're into sheer back-road exu­
berance, t.he MR2 is tough to top. 

But if you want. sports-cal' perfor­
mance with t.he as tounding bonus of 
practicality, wmpped up in a tasteful­
ly outrageolls exterior, Honda's CRX 
rates as something special, I'M 
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